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I was in a sporting goods store the other day with my boys. I was in 
need of a camping item and thought that this particular store would 
provide a good selection. I was right, but almost “too right,” if that is 
possible. I had hoped to find a few options to pick from, but instead I 
found almost a dozen nearly identical ones. The only glaring difference 
was the price of each. 

After standing puzzled for a moment, I looked up hoping to find some 
help. Now this store was brimming with employees. Folks dressed in 
company colors were everywhere. But despite their proximity, none 
were available. The first few I saw zoomed past me as I stood there with 
an item in my hand. The next couple of employees wandered by with a 
distant gaze in their eyes. There were even a few who passed the aisle 
in front of me with such a sway that I nearly got seasick watching them 
walk. After a few moments, I not only believed I was going to be unable 
to find help, I was beginning to believe I was being all-out avoided. So, 
instead of getting upset, I became intrigued watching the employees 
walk by me as if I were not there. Some seemingly went out of their 
way to avoid engaging me in conversation. I chuckled as the same shelf 
across from me got straightened three times by different workers as 
they raced to their next “important” destination. After three alterations, 

Nearly Invisible
that shelf truly never changed. 

Those workers didn’t want to take the time to talk to me. I wasn’t 
decked out in my athletic gear, nor did I look like someone who had 
spent much time on the Appalachian Trail.  I likely didn’t look like their 
typical customer and thus, I wonder, if I then didn’t deserve their atten-
tion. I came to believe that I was perceived as one who would ask silly 
questions and take up valuable time. They hoped that someone else 
would come along later and help me. They were just too busy doing 
their job requirements – whatever they were. 

I thought about this event as I drove home. I wonder how many peo-
ple we race by each time we are at church. I wonder how many people 
we pass as we zoom to our next important location. I know I am guilty 
of this. I know that I sometimes hustle to get to the Sanctuary or speed 
down a hall to take my place in a meeting. On some of these walks, or 
trots, I neglect and overlook some – some of my own folks. 

But as I thought back to my experience, I began to imagine the peo-
ple who come to our church who might be passed by. They may be 
new. They may be unfamiliar faces of regulars we’ve never taken the 
time to get to know. The store experience has made me think about my 
patterns, my movements, and my willingness to slow down and engage 
others. I challenge you to do the same.  ~Thomas Quisenberry

Birthing Kits for Haiti
Already some of you have asked about birthing kits for Haiti, 

and your enthusiasm is appreciated. This year the program will be 
a little different. Arrangements have been made with Global Health 
Action in Haiti for supplies to be purchased in that country. By 
doing this, we can support the local economy; it is cheaper on this 
end because it avoids expensive shipping costs; we no longer add 
to the trash problem which is huge in Port-Au-Prince (suitcases in 
which supplies were sent have to be discarded); and the program 
will move toward self-sustainability. This also means that the mon-
ey saved can be used to recruit, train, and get supplies for more 
birthing attendants.

With every $234 donated, a traditional birthing attendant will be 
able to attend monthly meetings for additional training, have 30 
birthing kits and help 30 moms and 30 babies have a safe, sanitary 
delivery. How many birthing attendants will claim First Baptist as 
their own sponsor?

As with last year, if you want to give a gift in honor or in memory 
of a mother please designate that with your check (made payable 

to First Baptist Church). A card will be sent to that person notifying 
them of the gift. Please contact Jane Everett for additional informa-
tion 706.861.4584.



On This Side of the Cross
I was reading for my Bible in Popular Culture course in 

seminary recently when I came across these challenging words 
from Brian Blount’s book Invasion of the Dead: Preaching 
Resurrection. He said, “We Christians are a people of the 
cross. The cross marks us. Identifies us. The cross is our brand. 
Oddly enough, considering what the cross represents, it is our 
comfortable place of being. We luxuriate in its symbolism of 
suffering” (Blount, xii). As I read those words I could not help 
but hear the voice of my professor, Karen Massey, who chal-
lenged this Christian obsession with the cross. She challenged 
us by essentially asking us why Christians are so obsessed with 
the cross when in actuality it is the empty tomb that truly de-
fines us as Christians. She continued by saying that many peo-
ple were crucified on a cross, but only one raised from the dead 
leaving behind an empty tomb: Jesus. 

Now I understand why Christians obsess over the cross. 
What happened on the cross changed everything as Jesus took 
on the sin of the world for our sakes. Without that sacrifice the 
empty tomb is not possible, but we cannot forget that it is the 
empty tomb that brings us hope still today. The empty tomb 
means that Jesus is alive; Jesus will come again; and there is 
nothing that anyone can do to stop Jesus…not even death. That 
is the hope for our lives, community, and world. 

So, as we move beyond Easter, may we do so in a way that 
keeps the empty tomb at the forefront of our minds. At Car-
son-Newman a professor once challenged me to “live on this 
side of the cross,” meaning to live life with a post-Easter mind-
set. I have spent many days contemplating exactly what that 
means, and in many ways I still do not know completely what 
that means for my life…but one thing I am sure of is that liv-
ing on “this side of the cross” is a call to live a life more fully 
committed to Christ, to bringing hope, and to living as if Easter 
really happened and matters in my life. May these words chal-
lenge, encourage, and bring you hope as well.  ~Adam Tarver

First Baptist is hosting Family Promise the week of April 26 - 
May 3. These are homeless families with children that need a safe 
and secure place to stay. We are providing supper each night the 
families are here, plus snacks and items for sack lunches. Sun-
day School classes and other small groups are encouraged to 
volunteer to provide and serve supper or to contribute funds to 
purchase food. We also require two overnight hosts each night. 
Overnight hosts need to be at the church by 6:30PM and can 
leave the following morning any time after the bus picks up our 
families about 6:15AM. Overnight hosts are also welcome to 
come early and share the evening meal with our guests. If you 
have any questions, or would like to volunteer, please contact 
Mary Jayne Allen for overnight hosting (423.870.2076) or Lynn 
Strong for meals/food (423.877.0311).

Habitat for Humanity Workday
On the first day of spring, First Baptist volunteers and Lipscomb Uni-

versity students on spring break gathered at 1100 Jarvis Avenue just 
east of Missionary Ridge. We were welcomed by Joe, Volunteer Coor-
dinator, and Roy, House Manager. The task for the day was to caulk 
and paint baseboard. Annette, Ben and Helen enjoyed working with 
Ayo, David and Gracia. After completing our work, we were invited to 
join in a discussion of the motivation of volunteers which is vital to the 
achievement of Habitat’s mission.

Our next workday is Friday, April 17, beginning at 9:00AM. Please 
contact Ben Gross (423.892.5102) if you would like more information 
about volunteering with the group from First Baptist.



Wednesday,  April  8
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  &  Grounds  Cmte 7:15PM
Thursday,  April  9
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  April  10
Youth  Choir  Reunion 3:00PM
Saturday,  April  11
Youth  Choir  Reunion
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  April  12
Youth  Choir  Reunion
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Monday,  April  13
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  April  14
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 11:00AM
Wednesday,  April  15
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  April  16
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries   6:00PM
Friday,  April  17
Habitat  for  Humanity  Workday 9:00AM
Saturday,  April  18
Dogwood  Workday 9:00AM
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  April  19
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Social  Ministries  Council 12:15PM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  April  20
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  April  21
Finance  CommiXee  MeeYng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council   5:30PM
Wednesday,  April  22
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM

On the Calendar
April 2015First Tuesday 

Book Group will 
meet on Tuesday, 
May 5, at 6:00PM 
in the Conference 
Room. The group 
will discuss Christi-
na Baker Kline’s Or-

phan Train, a book about a young woman 
who moves from being a foster child to a 
community service position in order to stay 
out of juvenile hall. By helping an elderly 

widow sort through her possessions stored 
in her attic, Molly learns that she is not 
alone as an outsider with questions about 
her past. In searching for family she is able 
to develop a friendship that is unexpected.

While this is a discussion group, feel free 
to come participate even if you’ve not been 
able to complete the book. Everyone is wel-
come and each viewpoint appreciated. A light 
supper will be served. Contact Frances Ma-
randi with any questions: 423.648.2543 or 
frances@fbcchattanooga.org.

First Tuesday Book Group to Meet

The special Spring Missions Offerings for 
Global Missions and for North American Mis-
sions will continue through April. Envelopes 
for these offerings are provided in members’ 
envelope packets. These offerings provide 
money for programs and supplies for mission-
aries as well as money to assist in planting 
new churches. Funds from this year’s Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) Offering for 
Global Missions will especially be used to alle-
viate hunger in this country and overseas. Our 
church has collected over $7,200 towards our 
goal of $10,000.

Showing compassion by helping to meet 
physical needs such as alleviation of hunger 
is basic to our Christian faith. The CBF forms 
partnerships with schools, regional organi-
zations, and food banks to make emergency 
food assistance go further. CBF field person-
nel also teach and assist with urban farming 
and rural economic development. Long term 

relationships have been formed by CBF in 
connection with the Rural Poverty Initiative in 
the twenty poorest counties of the US.

The Annie Armstrong Offering for North 
American Missions is used exclusively in the 
United States and Canada by the North Amer-
ican Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. One of the emphases this year 
is providing funds for starting new church-
es. Large cities such as Chicago, Boston, and 
Detroit have a dearth of Southern Baptist 
churches. Church planters are being sent to 
these cities and others to begin and to grow 
churches by having Bible studies in homes 
and neighborhoods. Gabriel Revilla, a college 
student of Cuban ancestry who speaks Span-
ish, served as a summer missionary to the 
Cuban community in Chicago. He worked to 
build relationships and friendships with those 
he met in Cuban restaurants and neighbor-
hoods, sharing the gospel as he went.

Spring Mission Offerings

Dogwood Workday, Saturday, 
April 18, beginning at 9:00AM

Contact Bobby Colvin for more 
information: 423.624.3636
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 Business Office 423.648.2547
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/22/2015   ATTENDANCE  FOR  3/29/2015  
261   Worship         223   Worship  
   14   Worship  Care             16   Worship  Care  
275   WORSHIP  TOTAL      239   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
262   Sunday  School        216   Sunday  School  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/22/15   $  14,598.90  
Other  receipts  on  3/22/15   1,699.50  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/22/15   $  16,298.40  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  3/29/15   $  12,076.79  
Other  receipts  on  3/29/15   1,505.50  
   Total  for  week  as  of  3/29/15   $  13,582.29  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

Apr.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $524,014.25  
Apr.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $556,016.32  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    32,002.07)  
   As  of  4/2/15  


